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they had used as a platform, a bomb hurtled into the ranks of a
body of policemen who had suddenly appeared and ordered the
crowd to disperse. One officer was killed. Manv others were
wounded. Swift retaliation followed, with the'death of one
civilian and injury to dozens. This tragedy, with its resulting
toll of eight dead and at least eighty-two wounded,2 threw the
whole country into a ferment which continued during the long
criminal trial of eight Anarchists before a jury chosen from 981
talesmen.
Henry George had expected to draw much of his voting
strength from among the groups today vaguely defined as 'left-
ists/' The stand he took as a consequence of the Haymarket
trials certainly prejudiced his chances of election with support
from this quarter. Some of the circumstances of the case, there-
fore, need to be recalled here.
Defense attorneys for the eight Anarchists did not deny that
the accused men had for years advocated the use of force. They
did not deny that the accused had, on that very May 4, printed
and distributed exhortations "To arms!" and "Revenge!" and
"Workmen arm yourselves and appear in full force!" 4 The Chi-
cago area in that year was a center of much industrial unrest and
some considerable unemployment. Clashes between laboring
men and Pinkerton detectives hired by employers were not in-
frequent. At the trial the defense could not even deny that one
of tie accused had been making bombs, similar in workmanship
to the one that was hurled into the policemen's ranks.
But the defense did deny there was proof that any one of the
eight defendants had thrown this particular bomb.5 On the
other hand, the prosecution contended that although there
might be no proof that one of these men had thrown the bomb,
all eight were responsible for its having been thrown.
The eight were found guilty on October 9, 1886, and were
condemned to die. The case was then carried to the Supreme
Court of Illinois, where on March 13,1887, the judgment of tie
lower court was affirmed,
In October, 1887,6 in Union Hill, New Jersey, a public meet-
ing was held to express sympathy with the men who now faced
the gallows. Police broke up the meeting. Outraged at this inva-
sion of free assembly and free speech, George wrote a protest
in The Standard and also urged, publicly and privately, to the
Governor of Illinois, that the deatih sentences be commuted to
life imprisonment He had believed the Anarchists were unjustly